Firefighters, residents come to the rescue

Too close
for comfort
in Bay Roberts

By RANDI MACKINNON
and HEATHER MAY

The Compass

Devastation, fear and anger
best describe feelings of resi-
dents in Bay Roberts after a
severe fire last week behind
Amalgamated Academy proved
whatdangers forest fires can pre-
sent.

- The Thursday, May 14 fire -

‘the fourth suspicious blaze in a
three-day period - is being inves-
tigated as arson. It was the worst
in a series of fires which have
swept through the Conception
Bay Northregion in the past sev-
eral weeks

Sgt. Art Kelloway of the Trin-
ity-Conception RCMP said inter-
rogations were under way late
last week and he expected there
would be an arrest or arrests.

Despite early reports of hous-
esrazed to the ground, no homes
were lost. Nor was Amalgamated
Academy burned, as had been
reported.

However, a wooded area
behind the school was virtually
destroyed and the exterior of at
leasttwo Adler Place homes was
badly damaged.

Adley Place. sometimes
dubbed the “Beverly Hills of
Bay Roberts” boasts some of the
largest and most expensive prop-
erties within the municipality.

Homes on nearby Heaney’s
Pond Road and Bishop’s Lane
were also threatened as flankers
flew, igniting brush and wood-
ed areas surrounding the town’s
recreation complex on Station
Road.

Bay Roberts Volunteer Fire

See “It was”... page A2
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OUT OF CONTROL - A maijor fire in Bay
Roberts Thursday, May 14, threatened
Amalgamated Academy and several area
homes. Bay Roberts volunteer firefighters,
with help K’om neighbouring fire depart-
ments, the provincial Department of Forest
Resources and Agrifoods and area residents,
were able fo get gne fire under control before
any major damage was done.

More coverage on
Page A6

A LITTLE TOO MUCH - Bill Miller of the
Spaniard’s Bay Volunteer Fire Department
takes some oxygen after being overcome by
smoke and exhaustion after battling with a
severe fire behind Amalgamated Academy.
Miller later went back out to help ensure hot
spots were doused.



after a forest fire threatened homes on Adler Place in Bay Roberts on Thursday.
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Shawn Drover of the Whitbourne division of the Department of Forestry sprays down some hot spof
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