BY MIKE FLYNN
Telegram correspondent—Bay Roberts

Blaze destroys 13-ea-ol chool

t. Mark’s school in Shearstown,
Sparts of which were as 01(_1 as
Canada, was destroyed by fire Friday
morning.

Bay Roberts fire Chief Claxjence
Russell said his department received a
call at 4:18 a.m. from a witness who no-
ticed flames and smoke through a
basement window in the abandoned
building.

Russell said the Bay Roberts Vol}m-
teer Fire Department responded with-
in 10 minutes with two pumpers and
24 firefighters. ’

He said when firefighters arrived on
the scene, flames and smoke were bil-
lowing through the school’s basement
windows.

The intense heat prevented firefight-
ers from entering the building.

The Bay Roberts fire department

ing Spaniard’s Bay ﬁrefightersz who
responded immediately with a
umper and 20 men.

o Byp7ea.m., huge clouds of smoke l}ad
spread throughout the area, attra(_:tmg
hundreds of onlookers. Electricity
was cut to the immediate area and 'ghe
main road through the community
was cordoned off.

Russell said the fire was a tough one.
The building had undergone numer-
ous extensions and renovations over
the past 135 years. There were numer-
ous dropped ceilings, sheeted walls
and hardwood floors throughout the
building, making the fire impossible
to contain.

The place was a tinderbox, he said,
and with the intense heat and flames,
the huge wooden structure was soon
consumed.

Bay Roberts Mayor Wilhur Sparkes
said it was hard to wateh the bullding
b

“Terry Tuttle not Terry Tulk”

‘Piece of history’ gone

Continued from page A1

“We have'seen an important piece of

history destroyed here today. As a
town, we wanted to see something
done with it. Several months ago, we
met with the school board with the in-
tention of maintaining the school’s
gym to provide a recreational facility
for the children of Shearstown,”
Sparkes said.

St. Mark’s school was constructed in
1867 — the year Canada was formed —
to serve the Anglican population of
the community, which at that time
was known as Spaniard’s Bay Pond.
The building also served as a church
until the late 1800s, when the congre-
gation got together, and with mainly
volunteer labour, built its own place of
worship.

This was accomplished during the
tutelage of Rev. W. C. Shears, after
whom the community is named.

It was described by former teachers
and students as a prime example of an
educational institution with high aca-
demic and disciplinary standards. It
remained in use until the spring of
2000 when structural defects forced

the Avalon West School Board to aban-
don the building and send students to
Spaniard’s Bay and Bay Roberts.

There was no estimate on the
amount of damage to the school,
which was still owned by the Avalon
West board.

Bay Roberts Coun. Bill Seymour
lives near the school.

“As a member of the St. Mark’s
Church committee, we were attempt-
ing to have the building turned over to
us. We were waiting on some final pa-
pers to be signed for the turnover, and
I often said that if some action is not
taken soon, that place will be de-
stroyed.

“It was a sad scene here to watch
grown men cry as they witnessed the
destruction.”

It’s not known if insurance was car-
ried on the school. Russell said the
cause of the blaze remains unknown,
but the building was still being serv-
iced with electricity.

RCMP spokesman Doug Noel said
the fire commissioner will be in
Shearstown today to assist police in
their investigation into the cause of
the blaze.




HISTORIC BUILDING DESTROYED - St. Mark's School in Shearstown
Friday, April 19. Volunteer fire departments from Bay Roberts, Spaniard's
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and Harbour Grace were called in to help contain the blaze.
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was completely destroyed by fire
Bay, Upper Island Cove, Cupids

Church still on hold for S/yearstown-scbool

By LILLIAN SIMMONS
The Compass

Shearstown resident Bill Sey-
mour appears fed up with the
bureaucracy surrounding the
fate of what remains of the his-
toric St. Mark’s school.

Most of the 135-year old
building was destroyed by a fire
April 19.

“The newest piece, the piece
that was condemned, when it
was closed is what’s left,” said
Mr. Seymour, Minister’'s Warden
at St. Mark’s Church.

The school closed down in
June of 2000, and since that
time the church has been try-
ing to reclaim ownership of the
property from the provincial

government.

“Pmtired of this, thishasbeen
on the go for two years now,” Mr.
Seymour told The Compass last
week. “It’s taking a long time for
government tomake adecision.”

Apparently thereis some ques-
tion as to who owns a portion of
property on the front of the
building.

“We've got the papers for the
back. The front piece is in ques-
tion and the government wants
proof. Everybody in Shearstown
believes it’s always belonged to
St. Mark’s (church). I don'’t see
anyone coming out and con-
testing it.”

Two Shearstown male young
offenders have been charged in
relation to the incident.

Since the fire the remaining
section, which contains four
classrooms, hasbeen under con-
stant security.

“The school board has twopeo-
ple here 24 hours around the
clock,” Mr. Seymour said.

When the church does regain
possession of the property, he
said, they'll likely look at a plan
to use it as a community recre-
ation centre, providing the
remaining section is safe.

“We still don’t even know if
there’sabuilding toget,”thewar-

d id. “The church tsto STILL WAITING - St. Mark’s Church Warden Bill
e s Wit about the fate of what remains of St. Marlk's school. A

see it settled, we'd like to have

Shearstown school bumned

Youths charged with arson

By LILLIAN SIMMONS
The Compass

Two Shearstown male young
offenders have been charged in
relationtoa firewhich destroyed
St. Mark's School in that Con-
ception Bay community last Fri-
day.

Cpl. Ron Kinnie of Trinity-Con-
ception District RCMP said the
two are facing charges of break
and enter and arson.

The youth have been released
from police custody on an under-
taking, and are scheduled to
appear in court on June 17.

There were no injuries when
the school was totally destroyed
after fire broke out in the aban-
doned structure at about 4:30
am., April 19.

A nearby resident leaving for

work noticed smoke coming from
the 135-year-old building and
called the Bay Robert's fire
department and the RCMP.

Bill Seymour, Minister's War-
den at St. Mark's Church said
since its closure two years ago
"there's been a lot of problems
with vandalism.

"The fire commissioner said it
looked like one of the basement
windows was open and the fire
started in the staff room. Last
summer agarbagebox by theside
of the school was burned," Mr.
Seymoursaid. "The place wasstill
wired as far as I know."

He said he would assume
insurance was carried on the
building as it was being used for
storage by Avalon West School
District.

TheDepartment of Education
had been in the process of pass-
ing the school back to St. Mark's
Parish.

"We had all the work done. It
wasn'tofficially handed over, but
we were trying to put a plan in
place for it."

Mr. Seymour, who witnessed
the blaze called Friday "a day of
mourning for Shearstown/But-
lerville,

"There's a lot of people talk-
ing about it, there were people
withtearsin theireyes, It'sa hard
wity Lo seo it go."

Lillian Simmons / The Comp

Seymour and security officer Clayton Bradbury {
good portion of the building was destroyed by firg |

ourmemorial flowerservicehere ~ month. Since that time security has been posted at the site 24 hours a day.

in July. I don’t know if we've got
towait for an election to see this
settled, or what.”
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Dear editor,

The scene that met my eyes
when Ilooked out my window
on the morning of Friday,
April 19 was gut-wrenching
and tear jerking.

To see what hopes I had
going up in smoke, because
while the building was still
standing there was a chance,
no matter how small, the
school could re-open again
but not anymore.

Abuilding with somuch his-
tory and one that held so
many memories is gone for-
ever. I never thought I could
look out my window and see
the post office building and not
the school.

The act of those two youths
involved was careless, unfor-
gettable and unforgivable (to
some). Not only did they put
themselves in danger but
those who live nearby the
school.

Please don’t forget the fire-
fighters from the communities
thathad to deal with this care-
less act. I thank the Lord no
onewas seriously hurt and the
winds were not against them.

I can only hope this act of
selfishness will not go unpun-
ished. Every resident of
Shearstown/Butlerville will
forever be saddened when
going past or looking at the
piece ofland where St. Mark’s
School once stood.

“A day of mourning for
Shearstown/Butlerville” is a
quote from Bill Seymour in
the April 23 issue of The Com-
pass and I believe it too.

Thank you for letting me
have my say. I am a former
student of the once to be but
never again St. Mark’s School.

Hope Somerton
(Tuttle),
Shearstown




